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sat let of Scholars)? 
At the Academy of Mrs. Hayden after 1831, Vee. hwnite, 


uti yt 


ci pa ie 

: Rpesenat 23,1825, “arrived in’ Setmatiela. Ban let 1826 took char b! 

the “Female Seminary. i t ; 
lames of Scholars entered Jone 1826, sels Breeds 
Adelaide T. Johnson Mary Wrenn eS tis 


Catherine Woodley 
Sarah H, Price 
Ann ¢, Jordan 
Ann C. Powell 
Virginia C, Young 
Elizabeth Woodley 
Indiana West 

Mary PF, Whitfield 
Eliza Pedin 

Diana Southall 
Clarissa Whitehead 
Emily Atkinson 
Ann Jonnson 


Diana Southall 
Caroline Powell 
Sarah Price 
Nancy Lightfoot 
C. Woodley 
Elizabeth Woodley 
Mary F, Whitfield 
Indiana West 
Sally A. Moody 
Clarissa Whitehead 
Lucy Hankins 

Ann Johnson 
Louisa Drew 
Belvidera Andrews 


Sarah Price 


Elizabeth Woodley 


* Nancy Lightfoot 


Indiana West 
Mery Whitfield 
Nancy Armstead 


Louisiane Godwin 


Anna M. Henry 
Lovisa Drew 
Belvidera Andrews 
Sally Wrenn 

Ann Johnson 


Clarissa Whitehead 


Marthe Wrenn 
M.A. Woodley 
Louisa Pedin 
Mary Boykin 


Catherine Johnson 


Louisiana Cocke 
Mary White 


Lydia Day 
Judith Hunter’ 


Tles B, Hayden 


Junius Wilson 


Jan. @nd 1827 


Mary A. Woodley 
Emily Atkinson 
Mary Wrenn 
Camilla Crocker 
Louisiana Cocke 
Louisa Pedin 
lydia Day 

Fanny Todd 
Martha Wrenn 
Mary Boykin 
Selly Waterfield 
Betsy Jones 
Eliza Pedin 


“Jan, ist 1828 


Diana Southall 
Mary A, Woodley 
Mary Wrenn 
Mertha Wrenn 
Camilla Crocker 


” Elisa Pedin 


Mary 4, Green 


Fanny Todd 
Indiana Henley 


“Louisiana Cocke — 


Lydia Day 
Eliza “4. Young 
Mary A. Wilson 


Mary A. Wilson 
Georgianna “ilson 
Julia Hodsden 
Sarah Bayly 


Jan. ist 1829 


Caroline Powell 
Juliana Riddick 
Nency Lightfoot 
Indiana) West 

Mary F. Whitfiecla 
Nancy Armistead 
Biana Southall 
Louisa Drew 

Mary A. Woodley 
Elizabeth Pinner 
Fmeline Riddick 
Sareh Lawrence 
Louisana Godwin 
Belvidera Andrews 
Eliza Carrell 
Julia Hodsden 
don Johngon 

Sarsh Purdie 
Clarissa Whitehead 
Maria Riddidk 
Sarah Bayly 


Jan.ist 1830. 


Indiane West 
Eliza Carrell 
Nancy Armistead 
fon Johnson 
Belvidera Andrews 
Julia Hodsden 
Sarah Purdie 
Clerissa Whitehead 
Mary F, Whitfield 
Mary A. Woodley 

. Diana Southall 
Eliza Wrenn 
Casandria Jordan 
‘Mary A, Wilson 
Georgianna "“ilson 
Elizabeth Wilson 
Louisa Drew 

Eliza Womble 
Mery A. Green 
Esther A. Gray 
Mary Wrenn 
Marthe Wrenn 


Jan. ist 1831. 
Mary F, Whitfield 
Louisa Drew 


Mary A. Woodley 
Nancy Armistead 


- 


Caroline Powell 

Sareh Purdie 

fereh Philipes 
‘ary Philips 


Mary E. Mardaugh 
Incinda Taylor 
Mary 4. Daughtry 
Mary A. Wilson 
Mary ¥F. Datte 
Mary *, Womble 
Lydia Day 
Louisiana Cocke 
Bannah Bidgood 
flary A. Groen 
Mary Lawrence 
Emeline Milby 
Fanny Todd 
GeorgiennaaWil son 
Alice Blair 
Casendria Jordan 
Polly Whitfield 
Maria Coleman 
Lucy Dowiman 
Louisiana Wilson 


Hanneh Bidgood 
Elise A. Spratley 
Fanny Fodd 
Louisiana Cocke 
Cornelia Blunt 
Sarah White 
Elizabeth White 
Rebecca Spratley 
Louisiana Wilson 
Emily Correll 
Elizabeth Faulcon 
Sanetta Jones 
Sarah Young 
Fmeline Milby 
Alecia Blair 
Sareh Briggs 
Mary F. Davis 
Elisa A. Young 
Elizabeth Drew 
Indians Henly 
Mary E, Peters 


Emily Wilson 
Emily Atkinson 
Eliza A. Dixon 
Eliza Carrell 


Elisabeth Woodley 
Belvidera Andrews 
Diana Southall 
Mary Wrenn 

rtha Wrenn 
Mary A Wilson 
Mary E, Womble 
Mary F. Davis 
Sarah White 
Sarah Purdie 
Rebecca Spratley 
Fanny Todd 
Alecia Blair 
Esther A. Gray 
Indiana Honty 
Virginie Carroll 
Eliza Wrenn 
Angelina Southall 
Casandria Jordan 


Louisa Drew 
Belvidera Andrews 
Htary ©, Womble 
Martha Wrenn 
Fanny Todd 

Mary A, Wilson 
Sarah Purdie 
Sarah *“hite 
Lusene E, Sherwood 
Polly Whitfield 
Ellen Gray 

Sarah Briggs 

8. A, Wilgon 
Louisiana Cocke 
Mary 4, Green 
Mery F. Whitfield 
Emily Carrell 


Louisiana Cocke 
Mary A. Green - 
Diana Southall 
Angeline Southall 
Neney Southall 
Mary S. Todd 
Martha A. Godwin 
Martha Burroughs 
Virginia Burroughs 
Mary ¥. Cornick 
Eliza A. Young 
Mary A, “ilson 
Georgianna Wilson 
E. Wilson 

Fenny Todd 
Virginia Toda 
Louisa Drew 
Elizabeth Brew 


Jen. ist 1832 


Jan. tst 1833 


Senetta Jones 
Sarah Young 
Mery E. Peters 
Mgry A, Green 
Louisiana Cocke 
Polly Whitfield 
Georgianna Wilson 
Louisiana “ilson 
Lydia Day 

Emily Carrell 
Lavinia Wheadon 
Henrietta Lenow 
Virginia Todd 
flary L. Toad 
Elizabeth Drew 
Elizabeth Wilson 
Nancy Southall 
Margeret Davis 


Lydia Day 
Virginia Todd 

A. Southall 
Elizabeth Drew 
Eliza 4 Calcott 
Virginia Carrell 
Eliza A, Young 
Mary Corniek 
Margaret Davis 
Elizabeth Cobb 
Evelina Butts 
Mary 5, Todd 
Betsy Wilson 
Cesandria Jordan 
Marthe A, Godwin 
Lavinia Wheadon 
Nancy Southe1l 


Lavinia Wheadon 
Evelina Butts 
Mary ¥, whitfiela 
flarthe Wrenn 
Esther A, Gray 
Agnes White 
Lydia Day 

Emily Carrell 
Georgianna Cobb 
Virginia Carrell 
Cassandria Jorden 
Belvidera 4nirews 
Mary Atkinson 
Eliza Todd 

Mary #.Mur-ay 


Jan. It, 1834, 
E.Cobb 
G.A.Cobb 
M.S* Todd 
Louisa Cocke 
Louisa Branch 
Angeline Borroughs 
Eliza A. Young 
Louisa Drew 
Elizabeth Drew 
Angelina Southall 
Mary A, Wilson 
Betsy Wilson 
Martha A. Godwin 
Agnes A, White 
Martha 2. White 
Elizabeth White 
Georgianna Wilson 
Jan. 'st, 4835 


Louigana 5, Cocke 
Angelina Borroughs 
M.A.Godwin 
Virginia Thomas 
Elisa Wrenn 
Julia 4, Wrenn 
Virginie Toga 
Eliza Toad 
Martha White 
Elizabeth White 
Eliga Kirby 

Mary Denigree 

A. Southall 
Elizabeth Proctor 
Casandria Jordan 
Mary 4. “ileon 
Nancy Southall 


Jan. {st, 1936 


Elizabeth Powell 
Martha Godwin 
Henrietta Crocker 
Katherine Davis 
garet Atkinson 
Margaret Davis 
Martha E, Wills 
Baryad, orden 
Yary A. Holliday 
G.A. Wilson 
B.Wilson 
E. Wrenn 
Jed. Wrenn 
A, Southall 
R, Southall 
Virginia Todd 
Eliza A, Todd 
Elizabeth Folk 
FlizabfishTodd 
Mery Smith 
Casandrig Jorden 


L.Wheadon 


M.A.Green 
E,A.Gray 

TF. Todd 

E, Todd 

MAF, Cornick 
8.4. Wheadon 

P, #. Murray 
D.T. Southall 
Casandria Jordan 
Eliga Wrenn 
Louisa Armbstead 
Martha %orroughs 
Virginia Borroughs 


Jane Borroughs 

Georgiana Wilson 

Betsy D. Wilson 

Lavinia Wheadon 

Martha E. Wills 

Margaret Davis 
rgaret Holleman 

Sareh Hollemon 

Eliza Young 

Eliza D. Toddg 

Virginia Carroll 

Mary band 

MAE. Vellines 

G, Cobb 

E. Cobb 

E, Folk 

Henrietta Crocker 


E, Kirby 

E, Proctor 

E, Young 

Febecca Hinton 
Lucy A, Lamb 
¥irginia Carroll 
Georgianna Cobb 
Octavia Sparks 
Fanny Sparks 
Camilla Jordan 
A.E. Jenkins 
Bartha J. Mordaugh 
itary A.Hines 
Martha White 
Elizabeth White 
Mary Geddy 

Urania Clarke 
Fanny Green 

Lucy A. Riddick 
Imogine Maynard 
Antionette C. Blow 
Martha C. Carroll 


Julia A. White 
Eliza Corson 
Susan Cornie 
Marta C. Carroll 
Mary A. Jordan 
Martha Godwin 
Henrietta Crocker 
Martha White 
Elizabeth White 
Emeline Woodley 
Mary Gedyy 
lizabeth Folk 
Cassandria Jordan 
Margarett Atkinson 
Eliza A. Todd 
Catherine Scott 
Ellen Scott 
Martha Wills 
Angelina Southall 
Nancy Southall 


Martha Godwin 
Margerett Atkinson 
Cassandria Jordan 
Afigelina Southall 
Nancy Southall 
Eliza A. Todd 
Martha White 
Elizabeth White 
Lautétta Noreworthy 
Emeline Woodley 
Agnes Godwin 
Virginia “eterson 
E. Folk 
Susan Council 
Bar thaCéerroll 
Eliza D. Todd 
Catherine Scott 
Ellen Scott 
Virginia_Sopeland 
Camilla Yordan 
Julia Harkin 


Victoria 4 Wilson 
Elizabeth Folk 
Diana Hall 

Mertha A. White 
Ellen Scott 
Emeline Woodley 
“ergaret Atkingon 


Jan. 1837 


Jan 1838 


Eliza D. Todd 


Sarah C. Driver 
Ellen Purdie 
Sarah F, Boykin 
Fanny Green 
Octavia Green 
Lucern E. Sherwood 
Georgiana Cobb 
Louisa Cowling 
Camilla Yordan 
Mary Land 

E. Powell 


Mary !, Holladay 


E. Jenkins 

E, Kirby 

Catherine “ones 
Julia Agnes Godwin 
“argarett Darden 
Charlotte Simpson 


Sarah Boykin 


Margarett Powell 


Iucy Sorniek 
Sally A, Godwin 
“artha “arker 
Virginia Underwood 


Elizabeth Jenkins 


Mary A. “ordan 
Elizabeth Calcote 
Henrietta Crocker 
Fanny Green 
Catherine /ones 
Antionette Blow 
Iavima, A. Honeyeut 
Jane “pps 

Anguata Epps 

Jane Doland 


Année E Briggs 


Ellen Purdie 


Delia Lightfoot 


Olivia Jordan 


Jane 1839 


Eliza A. Todd 
Rancy Southall 
Elizabeth White 
VirginiaPPeterson 
Catherine Scott 
Telia Lightfoot 
Lauretta Norsworthy 


Mary Smith 
Olivia Jordan 
Julia te 
Virginia Underwood 
Catherine Driver 
Diana Davis 
Jane Doland 
Virginia Copeland 
Margarett Powell 
Julia Harkina 
Agnes Godwin 
Antionette Blow 
Camilla Jordan 
Eliza D, Todd 
Sally A. Godwin 
Julia A. Wrenn 
Rebecca Hart 


Jan. 1840 


Maria Morrison 
Susanna “orrison 
Margaret Atkinson 
Delia Lightfoot 
Juliana Wrenn 
Mary “mith 
Marina Womble 
Lauretta “orsworthy 
Olivia Jorden 
Octavia Wilson 
MeryWilaon 
Blizabeth White 
Julia AP. White 
Julia Agnes GYodwin 
Diane Hall 
Nancy Southall 
Mertha / arris 
Victorié Wilson 
Harriet Harria 

m Briggs 

osephine Goodwin 
Rebecca Hart 
Satherine Scott 


Rancy Southall 
Belen Scott 
fugusta Epps 
Sertha Smith 
Delia 4ightfoot 
Josephine Goodwin 
Martha Harris 


Lauretta Noraworthy 


Octavia Wilson 
Elizabeth Godwin 
Sussanna Morrison 
Olivia “ordan 
Harriet Chilton 


Antionette Chapman 


Jan +841 


Indiana Stott 
Martha “arker 
Ann Briggs 
Octavia Green 
Octavia Wilson 
Sarah Farker 
Mildred Holt 

M. Womble 
Imogene Maynard 
4nna Hunnicut 
Susan Edwards 
Juliana Atkinson 
Catherine Jones 
Martha Smith 
Harriet Harris 
ann F. Chapman 
Octavia Wilson 


Helen Scott 

Ann F. Chapman 
Catherine Driver 
Sarah Boykin 
Julia A Atkinson 


Roy E Jordan 
tavia “reen 
Indiana Stott 
Imogene Maynard 
Nediam King 
Camilla Jordan 
Almira Jordan 
Martha Jordan 
Antionette Blow 
Elizabeth Vodwin 
Augusta Epps 
Harriet Chilton 
Victoria Wilson 
Eartha Smith 
Mary EB. Adams 


Julia White 
Mery Wilson 
Werina Womble 
Indiana Stott 
Mary Smith 
Mary Adams 
Elimina Jordan 
Aun F, Chapman 
Antionette Blow 
Elizabeth Boykin 
Virginia Strachan 
Mary Amelia Smith 
Rebecca Thomas ~ 
Mary E Jordan 


ri Sledge 
Mergaret er tvon 


Maria Morrison 
Victoria Wilson 
Olivie Jordan 
Susanne, Morrison 
Josepine Goodwin 


ana Cary 
enia Woodley 
Adams 


Mary Powell 
Frances Bedin 


Jan. 1843 


Elizabeth Yodwin 
Harriet “arris 


Susan Cornick 
Julia A. “oberta 
Mary Yilgon 
Victoria Wilgon 
Maria Morrison 
Juliana Morrison 
Virginia English 
Mary Wheadon 
friana Cary 
C&teaby Woodford 
en I, Wrenn 
Susanne Morrison 


Jan. 1844 


Octavia Wilson 

Mery F. Wilgon 
Victoria Wilson 
Mary Eliza “ilson 
Susanna Morrison 
Iauretta Norsworthy 


Julia Ann Roberts 


Rebecca Eart 
Maria Morrison 
Victoria Wilson 
Julia Vrenn 


Lauretta Norsworthy 
Mary Wheadon 
Emeline Shivers 
Elizabeth Wrenn 


Virginia M, Allister 


Panny Wrenn 

Mary E, Wilson 
Margaret Harrison 
Elmira Jordan 
Antionette Chapman 

F, Blunt 

Cateaby M. Woodford 
Ella Atkinson 
Mary BE. Jordan 
Mary S. Thomas 
Xx Rebecca Thomaa 
&. athe 

Susanna Godwin 
Virginia English 
Julia Ann Roberta 


Eugenia Woodley 
Fanny Wrenn 

Mery V. Powell 
Susanna Godwin 


ey Adams 
osephine Goodwin 

rgaret “*arrison 
Virginia Woodhouse 
Susan Jane Brittle 
Rebecca Thomas 
Mary F. Blunt 
Juliana Boothe 
Faustina Boothe 
Octavia Wilson 
Rube. lVeGnann- 

n C, Wrenn 


Mary Wheadon 
Julia White 
Virginia English 
Mery Adams 

Ella Atkinson 
Eugenia Woodley 
Mary F, Blunt 
Ann Wrenn 


H, Harrias 

Mary A. Jordan 
Ellen Wrenn 
Agnes Holleman 
Julia A. Boothe 
Faustina Boothe 


S. Morrison 


Elle Atkingon 


Susanna Morrison 
Mary Wheadon 
Virginia English 
Virginia Lightfoot 
Victoria “ilaon 
Gornelia Lightfoot 
Mary Scott 

Eugenia Woodley 
Otelia Butler 
Eudora 4utts 
Harriet Harris 
Trene “ayden 

4nn Scott 


Jan. 1847 


Mery F. Wilson 
Ann Séott 
Mary Sgott 
Alida “ordan 
Catherine Yordan 
Ann Jordan 
Cornelia “ightfoot 
Otelia Norsworthy 
Eugenia Woodley 
Catherine Woodley 
Ella Jor 
Mary 4, “ickson 
Augusta Yickson 
Re A. Gwaltney 
Caroline Tynes 
Indiana Smith 
Virginia Smith 


Elizabeth Boykin *° 
E. Godwin 

Ella Atkinson 
Marietta Atkingon 
Nancy Jonea 


Eugenia Woodley 
Indiana Kilby 
Oo. Butler 

Ve. Folk 

L. Holleman 
“ary Scott 
Anna Scott 
Eudora_utts 
Irene fiayden 


Otelia Norsworthy 
AlidaJZordan 
Catherine Jordan 
Augusta Dickson 
Angelina Dickson 
Catherine Woodley 
Ieura Holleman 
Mery A. Jordan 
IndianaKK&ilby 
Martha 3, Jordan 
Ann Jordan 

Mary F, Wilson 
Ella Yordan 


Harriet “arris 
orale pation 

rene Jayden 
Leura Bolleman 
Vv, Wilson 

Clara Womble 

Fanny Norsworthy 
Susanna Morrison 
Maria Morrison 
Aphia Jane Vlements 
Fanny Pedin 

Enily Pedin 
Adelaide edin 
Lauretta Noraworthy 
irginia “ohnson 
Emma Jane Downing 


Clara Womble 
Cornelia Tightfoot 
Otelia Butler 
Yerriet 


Catherine Jordan 
énn Jordan 
Virginia Johnson 
Indiana Smith 
Virginia Smith 
Mary A. Dickaon 
éuguata L, “ickaon 
Anna Seott 

Mary EB. Scott 
Elizabeth Thomas 
Tren den 

Ann R, Gwaltney 
Ieura Holleman 
Indiana Kilby 


Anna Seott 

Mary Scott 

Alida 4ordan 
Catherine’ Jordan 
4nn Jordan 

Ella Atkinson 
Marietta Atkinson 
Mary Dickson 
Augusta Yickson 
Clara “omble 
Adelaide Pedin 
Catherine Woodley 
funn R, Gvaltney 
Pe a 
Mary E. Thomas 
Jane Smith 

Isabell McCabe 
Iaura Holleman 
Anna Whitfield 
Indiana Kilby 


Harriet Harris 
Jane “mith 
Isabell_MeCabe 
Otelia Butler 
Mary Scott 

Selina Folk 

Ella Atkingon 
Merietta Atkinson 


Jan. 1848, 


Jan. 1849 


Jan. I850 


Louisa Adams 

Jane S. Smith 
Jane Clements 
Susanna Chapman 
Harriet J. Hewcck 
Yertha Edwards 
Caroline Tynes 


Marietta Atkinson 
Louisiana ©, Hayden 


yery Lightfoot 
& garet Lightfoot 


Irene Hayden 
Louisiana Hayden 
Nency Jordan 
Fanny Jordan 
Mary Lightfoot 
Margaret “ightfoot 
Mary E. Wilson 
Nancy Wilson 
lucy Thomas 
Sonora Thomas 
Sarah Daniel 
Virginia Johnson 
Otelia Butler 
Eugenia Woodley 
rnelia_ Lightfoot 
cilla Boothe 
Virginia Riddick 
Matilda Riddick 
Selina Folk 
Martha Anne Thomas 
Susanna Chapman 


Elizabeth Thomas 
Mary C. Woodley 
Lucy Thomas 
Catherine Sordan 
4nn Jordan 
Virginia Johnson 
Marthe A. Thomas 
Mary E. Wilson 


N. Wileaon 

Taura Holleman 

I Kil 

rate den 
uisiana den 

Ve ‘Masten 

Me Riddick 

Alida Jordan 

Caroline Tynea 

Iacilla Boothe 


Jan. Ig5I 
Mary A. Diekson 
Augusta L, Dickaon 
Alida Jordan 
Catherine Jordan 
Ann Jordan 
Selina Folk 
Catherine Woodley 
Mary Soott 
Iucy Thomas 
Marthe Edwards 
Evelina Edwards 
Eugenia Edwards 
Martha ¥, Thomes 
Mery E, Wilson 
Virginia Johnson 
Anne Powell 
Irene Hayden 
Louisana *ayden 
Cornelia White 
Caroline Tynes 
Mary Wheadon 
Mary f, Hayden 


Jan, 1852 


Virginie Johnson 
Tugusta Dickson 
Anna Dickson 
Mary Scott 
Selina Folk 
jucy Thomas 
~artha A. Thomas 
Loui sana Hayden 
Anna Atkinson 
Irene Hayden 

Anna M. Riddick 

Ann Jordan 

Elizabeth M. Edwards 

Mary Susan Hayden 
Sarah Joyner 


Ellen Browne 

Margarett Browne 

Anguata Dickaon 

Martha Edwards 

Anna 9. Scott 

Anna Powell 

Martha Ella Jordan 
ine 

ai n--Trene-Jayden 

~EveHayHapden--Ly-Haydea~ 


Paulina Jordan 
Elizabeth Edwards 
Anna Wills 
Matilda Riddick 
Virginia Aiddiek 
Caroline Eley 
Elizabeth Thomas 
Sarah Watkins 
Adelaide Pedin 
Ann Gwaltney 
Nancy Wilson 
Margaret Bullad 
Mary Hodges 

Anna M, Riddick 
Loulsana Kilby 
Clara Womble 
Caroline Atkinson 
Antionette Holland 
Ella “ordan 

{ane Brittle 

Anna Atkinson 


Mary Dickson 
Cornelia White 
Caroline Tynes 
Catherine Jorden 
M. Catherine Woodley 
Virginia A. Holmes 
Mary E. Wilson 
Matilda Riddick 
Virginia Riddick 
Eugenia Edwards 
Evilina Edwards 

M. C. Edwards 
Emma Stringfielda 
Mary L. Bailey 
Peninna Strinfield 


=) : ad 


| r san 1853. 


4ucy A.. Thomas 
Marthe A, Thomas 
Anna Dickson 
Virginia A,’ Holmes 
Caroline Holleman 
Alberta Wrenn 
Mary C. Woodley 
Elizabeth Gwaltney 
Martha A. Butler 
Irene Hayden 
Marion W. Vesey 
Selina Folk 
Ann J, Jordan 
Mary S, ayden 
Margaret Hunnieut 
Louisane [. Hayden 


Jan. 1854. 


Augusta Wilson 
Ellen Wilson 
Adelaide Jordan 
Susan Jordan 
Ann Jordan 
Fanny Jordan 
Lucy Jordan 
Martha Hodges 
Anna Atkinson 
Elisabeth Gwaltney M 
Mary 3, Hayden 
Julia W. Hayden 
Martha A, Thomas 
Mary ¥. Lane 


Sehool closed March 15th 1854, 


oe. \\ 


Enma Stringfield ‘ 
§. Augusta Wilson 
Martha Hogges 

‘anny C, Jordan 
wuey ¢. *ordan 
Mary A. Dickson 
Augusta Dickson 
Adelaide Jordan . 
Susan tordan 
Cornelia White 
Mary E, Spratley 
Lucy Goodson 
Anne 9, Atkinson 
Indiana Underwood 
Louisa Stephenson 


Anna Diekgon 
Margaret A. Hunnicut 
Catherine Woodley 
Irene fayden 
Louisana C. Hayden 
Evelina Biwards 
Eugenia Edwards 
Lucy A. Thomas 
Selina Folk 
Caroline Holleman 
Martha Eley 
Indiena Eley 


Puble schoo! set out on a Ruccesstul 
voyage. X séy ‘successful becausa from 


cl 


81 
yilind caused to “pass , 
BS,,0f BO many chojce ii 
sm Feally living a a 


ene T, have. already: rattled on Heartily Becki 
dong. Let me say though, the years, . We 

irom 1902 to 1913 "wit Supt. Public Instruction 
Plymouth, N. C. 


~| thought. In 1905 the public school au-{ 
thorities bought out the Smithfield 
J90a. It] Malo and Female Institute, and the 


bel-nearly a thousand 
pupils, I was so. fully excited. Plans 
had been made’ 


aa ee , 
By DR. JOHN R. RURDIE. 


The motives prompting me to this work are personal, as well 
ag general. It was undertaken as a pleasant recreation, a harm- | 
less amusement for the many ‘idle and weary hours of an old man, 
much advanced in years. A hope is eomnected with this: para- 
mount purpose, that the loss of many items of local history may | 
be prevented, and a future historian of Tidewater Virginia may | 

_ be aided in preparing a truth chapter on one of the eight cqunties 
or shires into which the colony was divided in 1634, and especially 
on that part of it around which the earliest settlements were made 
by white men. : . 5 2 
These potes, introductory to a history of Smithfield before, at, 
and after its incorporation, will be classified under divisions eully 
described in the table of contents. . They contain many data;| yw 
names of persons and places; also, some events, the correctness 
cf which I believe; but although.derived from old and reliable} 
natives, 1 do not attest them. if 
A plat from the first survey of Smithfield, mf&de in 1752, by 
Jordah Thomas, a copy of which is annexed to these notes, shows 
that, the site of the town was Jaid off and divided into 72 lots, 4 
streets, and 2 lanes. The surface f the land is very ‘irregular{ 
and uneven, which explains the want of unifommity in shape, an 
the difference in size of a few lots. With the exception of these 
slight variations, the general size of the lots is 90 feet in width 
on the street, and running. back 150 feet. We have no evidence 
that the proprietor of thé land site, or the trustees of the cor-; 
poration, gave names. to the streets. By common consent, and 
custom of the citizens, the street leading from ¢he southwest, to 
; the one which 
crosses Main Street at right,angles, between lots 8 and 9, “Mason,”; 
the Masonic Lodge being on.it; and the street which strikes Main| 
1 


rights, powers, and privileges of other small towns. 
The site of Smithfield is in the main fork of Pagan’s Creek, a! 
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Jordah Thomas, a copy of which is annexed to these notes, shows! 
that the site of the town wag Jaid off and divided into 72 lots, 4 
streets, and 2 lanes. The surface of the land is very -irregular| 
and uneven, which explains the want of unifommity in shape, and| 
the difference in size of a few lots. With the excention of these’ 
slight variations, the general size of the lots is 90 feet in width| 
on the street, and running. back 150 feet. We have no evidence, 
that the proprietor of thé land site, or the trustees of the cor-j 
poration, gave names to the streets. By common consent, and; 
custom of the citizens, the street leading from ghe southwest, toj 
the southtast boundary was called “Main Street’; the one which’ 
crosses Main Street at right angles, between lots 8 and 9, “Mason,”} 
the Masonic Lodge being on.it; and the street which strikes Main 
at an acute angle, on the brow of the hill leading to the county, 
wharf, has been called “Church,” since churches were located; 
on it. The lanes received no names until 1848. 

Chapter 1.—Smithfield was incorporated by an act of the Gen- 
sal Assemb'y of 1752, which authorized Arthur Smith to survey 
and lay off into lots and streets, a part of his land on Pagan’s; 
Creek, as a town to be called Smithfield, invested. with all the 
rights, powers, and privileges of other smail towns. 

The site of Smithfield is in the main fork of Pagan’s Creek, a! 
tributary of James River, dnd is navigable by vessels drawing 10 
feet. If is distant from the James 414 miles by water, and 214 
miles by a direct line—and debouches with the river when it is 

, 314 miles wide. 


Themas Smith, a descendant of the patentee of a latge body : 


to 1752 merchants were engaged in the shipment of agricultural. 
fromthis ppinttend a firm 5 simnpotting foreign goods 


ingexporated. | 


iediby E, W. Parker) ; 
m lots? to 24, arid that 
lots®'54, ‘Thos. Weston 
sWatkin : ) 


| 
| 
t 
practitioner of medicine and surgery.” >He was.a native of Surr: i 
County, where his father, an, Irish gentlerman,; had fettled before I: 
the colonial troubles with>the mother country werd seriously’ |r 
feared. He was edutated at William and’ Mary College, across | 
the James River, in the ancient city, of | {liamsburg, where -he 
married Eliza, a daughter of Rev. ‘Jno, Bracket, DPD., a professor. js 
of the college, and, although thé sécond bjshop-elee ,Of the Protest- |b 
* (To be continuedinext week): : 
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|The Schools Of Smithfield 


_ As Told By Col. Morrison 


‘| im early, Colonial times “the only 
Schools outside those of large wealthy 
families were parochial schools, which 


own pocket and not by the state, but 
thanks to 4 spirit of Christian charity 


ininiéters of the Estatilishéd Church} °¢-enlghtened civilization, these pre- 


‘were required to teach or have taught 
in the parishes. However, 2‘ move- 

| ment was begun at this time to bring 
shout @ system of free schools, 

‘The first free school in’ America was 
Provided for by Benjamin Sims in 1634. 
Benjamin Sims lived at the “Rocks” in 
Isle of Wight County but later moved 
to Elizabeth City County ‘where he} 
dled; “leaying, funds which are still 


free schools at first was to help in the 
education of poor orphan children. 
Private schools were very good and 
public schools were not friendly ac- 


‘Judices _ were * overcome and “public 
ple. In 384i the pepple.of this coun- 
ty showed thelr approval of the new 
system of education, by voting to levy 
8 special capitation tax of fifty cents 
for the maintenance of tree schools, 
‘The Governor of Virginia appointed 
ol, BE, M, Morrison ‘first county sup- 
erintendent of schogls' in Isle of 
Wight ‘County, Colonel Morrison hed 
attended the Old “Academy which his 
father “had helped to. establish. He 
was graduated v. M, 1 where 
he was a student under Stonewall 


cepted at first,’ The original plan was| Jackson. October 2, 1865 be began 


for rich, influential: man to build a 


the teacher a certain small fee for each 
Pupil who offered to attend. This had 
its drawbacks, of course, and various 


‘The first free school tr be establish- 
ed in Isle of Wight County was that 
which Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, wife of 
Arthur Sm{th-who had Smithfield n- 
corporated and after whom the town is 
named, established in 1753, She bought 
® lob and had a 


died -in 1774 she ieft one hundred and/ 
twenty pounds ‘to. the school for the 
teaching of six more indigent children. 
This established a free school for :20 


teaching at the Old Acad in Smith- 
field, which’ he taught'as a private 
school for young *urtil 1870 when 
it became a public schogl for boys and 
girls. .Colonel. Morrison served as sup- 
erintendent for twelve years. He selec- 
ted .thé locations of all the rural 
schools'in the county. In every section 
there was @ small school. The county 
was divided into school districts which 
corresponded to the \magisterlal dis- . 
tricts,Sthe town, Smithfield, being a 


separate; district. Colonel Morrison 


Bergin,“mother of Mrs, Frank Moody 
and Mrs. John Barrow, who had been 
acting as assistant to Colonel Morri- 
son, took over the management of the 
school, ‘It was inthis school that most 
all of Smithfield’s business men of to- 
day “received thelr education. "The sub- 
JectsyStaught included trigonomety, © 
geometry, Latin, French, suryeying and 
a llttlejof navigation. af f 
.Pbere..have been but. four county 
superintendents of schools. After Col. 
Morrison, William:§. Holland, of, Wind- 
sor, ‘served four years. The Dr. Gavin 
Rawles hi 


geometry, Latin, 

@ little of navigation, 
There have been but. 

superintendents of schoo! 


WAS 
ne, Old Eigh'Schoot 
Seno 
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The female academy melittoned is 
evidently (that taught by Mrs, White 
and leter by Mrs. ley, ‘mother- of 
‘T. B. Wright and Mrs. J. R. Jor- 

academy was maintained 


cn 
i 


mont, She was much loved and J. 8. 
Barreti.was named after her,~ 
‘The war brought about almost. com- 
plete ainihilation of every school. The 
people had to make every effort to ob- 
tain a fare subsistence. Something had 
to be done immediately or the next 
tion would grow up In ignor- 
‘This was when the state felt it 
urgent to take hatters in hand and in 
1870 the,.public’ school - system was 
adopted. At first it was a hard matter 


Lal 


SUHUUL AS 8’ 


ARTED IN 


SMITHFIELD 103 YEARS AGO 


Bee 
The editors of this paper ace rat‘er 
Proud of the following descriptions of 
the school started in Smithfield 103 
years ago. 

‘The original letter and the recoras of 
the school are in the posse.::ion of the 
granddaughters of the principal of 
this school. - 

It was rare treat to us to see the 
school paper published by the school 
as well as the: original documznts from 
which the sketch was taken. 

Please notice the course of study pur- 
sued by those girls. a century ago and 
& ten months school year too, and we 
brag of our-modexn schools. 

‘We do not-believe many communities 
in our country have original documents 
Such as these,rin-their midst. 

. A picture of the Smithfield school in 
1831 which appears in this paper, was 
drawn byta'-pupil of Mrs. White's 
School fof Girls. A pencil sketch, still In 
possession of :a ‘granddaughter: of Mi. 
White 02 * 
The iotlosee letter was- written- by 
og Mr. ‘Archibald. Atkinson, @ prominent 
ctt'zen of Smithfield ‘apd ‘a’ member of 
congress,--Mr.. Atkinson lived in the 
brick house on Church street, now 
“Ye Olde Smithfield Tea’ Room.” 
Postage on this-letter was 2 Scents. This 
from Smithfield; © Va:, to -Norwigh, 
“~~ Conn. 35 


Smithfield, Isle of Wight County, Va.. 
Mrs, Hayden, * 
Norwich, Conn.; 
Madam: 

M'ss Mary Stillman, who is a native 
of Connecticut, and to whom I am in- 
debted, for your nee during the 
past year, ‘had the management 
of a school * composed of young ladies 
in the county pt’Southampton, distant 
from this . about forty miles. Hav 
ing associat ‘her Merits as a precep- 
tress and the extent. of her accomplish- 
ments, I prevailed with her to take 
charge of a select school at_ my ‘house 
In this occupation she remained until 
the month of May, when her health be- 
came so bad as to ‘deprive Tayself afd 
friends of her Valuable services. Her 
health has been very delicate for sev- 
eral years and she has been advised td 
relinquish her pursuit, otherwige* her 
constitution coukl not _be- renovated. 
This alternative, unpleasant to her, 
has been adopted:and she 1s now a resi- 
dent of the town of Petersburg, Having 
an unlimited confidence in her fudg- 
ment and” desiring to supply her place 
as early al possible. I requested Miss 
Stillman to take some interest in dur 
behalf and to engeavor to recommend 
to me some ‘li aS .8. preceptress~ of 


Satisfied we required. In accordance 
with the wishes then expressed, I .re- 
celved ‘a letter,trom that lady, dated 
ak Saisie: eee a 


ress” you with the view of ascertain- 
ing whether you would like to engage 
in this section of the country “in rear- 


"such qualifications as she would.. be| yoyages of: the Northmen to this eontl- 


Algenon; Young, Eliza A., and Young, 
Virginia. 


Mrs. Julia B. Hayden, to whom this 
latter was written came to Smithfield 
and opened school January, 1862. 

At that time transportation was very 
limited and she and her son, a 
boy of nine, came up the James River 
im a@ vessel and came ashore in a 
small boat and landed at Shoal Bay, 
where they were most hospltably re- 
celved by Mr. Wrenn, father of Mr. 
Charles Wreen, who told Mr. ‘Virginius 
Wrenn that Mrs. Hayden's son taught 
him to play bandy. 

After teaching s few years, Mrs, Hay- 
den moved her achool to the house now 
occupied by Mr. Wille Gale and fam- 
ily. Here the school was khown as the 
“Oak Grove Academy for Young 
Ladtes.” The school roll. shows that 
Pupils came from Norfolk and the 
surrounding country, The school was 
better known as Mrs. White's School, 
Mrs. Hayden ‘having married” Mr. -B. 
White, five years after coming» to 
Smithfield. - 


A catalogue of the school issued in 


1840, says: “This institution has been 
in successful operation for fifteen years 
and while it will continue under the 
superintendence of. Mrs. White, she 
will have associated with her, her son, 
Cc. B. Hayden.” 

It may be of interest to some to 
learn of the programme of studies 
mentioned in this catalogue. “Junior 
class, first division, orthography and 
orthoepy, ancient and modern geo- 
Graphy, elementary history, general 
ancient and modern history, history 
of the United States, history of Eng~ 
land,, arithmetic mental and written, 
etc. N. B, an outline of chemistry and 
natural philosophy was also taught ii 
this division. Junior class, second divi- 
sion. In,eddition to the usual branch- 
es taught in the junior class, we find. 
history of Rome and France and 
Romman antiqutles, mythology, logic 
pnd* moral philosophy. Senior class, 
first division, composition etymology, 
algebra, chemistry with lectures, scien- 
tific class book, ~mtellectual . philoso- 
phy, human phylosophy, conchology. 

Sentor class, second division, astrono- 
my with lectures, Burnitt’s’ Geography 
\o the Heavens, botany with lectures, 
geography and plain _ trigonometry 
meteorology lectures, Biblical ltera:. 
ture, Townleg’s Introductions, Paley’s 
Natural Theology and Paley's Evie 
dences Lectures.” “ 

‘A general sGeseription of the course | 
of instruction say3: Isnconnection with 
the history of the-United Btates,.én 


account will be-given of fhe Icelandic 
Sagas, boidiyterine bola Wie Lasher 


nent before the time. of Columbus, as 
naturally connected: with, the. early 
history of this continent, @ descrip- 
ftion will be given of the:'Tultican Anti- 
quities of Paleuque and the history of 
the ‘Tultiques as derived from the hier~ 
oglyphica} inscriptions of their mons 
ments. . 

Of languages it is stated that a gen- 


such as these, -in-their midst. | [occupled by Mr. Willie Gale and fam-! 
, ‘A picture of the Smithfield school in |y. Here the school was khown es the | 
i 1831 which appears in this paper, was|“Oak Grove Academy for Young 
drawn byfa' pupil of Mrs. White's |Ladies.” The school roll shows that 
School for Girls. A pencil sketch stil! in Paes sine ee enete and ne 
oun a school 
ee s scenes ao eee better known as Mrs. White’s School, 
Z B wo - Mrs. Hayden ‘having married” Mr. -8. 
The following ‘letter was written-by! White, five years after coming. to 
. ° Mt.CArehibald’ Atkinson, a prominent |Smithtfleld. 
. - . eft'Zen of Smithfield apd’a’member of | A Catalogue of the school issued In} 
ee congress, “Mr. Atkinson lived in’ the | 1840, says: “This institution has been 
brick house on Church street, now jUsuccessful operation for fifteen years 
“Ye Olde Smithfield Tea | Room."|85d while it will continue under the 
Postaga on this letter was 2 Scents,'This | Superintendence of Mrs. White, she 
from Smithfield; ~ Va., to -Norwich, | Will have associated with her, her son, 
~ Conn. rie . Cc. B. Hayden.” 
It may be of interest to some to 


Smithfield,-Isle of Wight County, Va.|Jearn of the programme of studies 
mentioned in this catalogue. “Junior 


_- pevaaitieas (ad class, first division, orthography and 
: Madam: on es orthoepy, ancient and modern geo- 


* ‘aphy, element history, gener 
Miss Mary Stillman, who 1s 2 native Lees and aaa aalstar Hae) 
. of Connecticut, and ta whom I am in-| of the United Biates, history of Eng~ 
Gebted tor your address, during: the /iand, arithmetic mental and written, 
: past year, fas had the management | etc, N. B. an outline of chemistry and 
= of @ schoot'cdmposed of young ladies|natural philosophy was also taught. 1n 
in the courity pf Southampton, distant] this division Junior class, second divi- 
from this . about forty miles, Hav. | sion. In addition to the usual branch- 
ing associated her merits as a precep- | eg taught in “he junior class, we find.| 
tress and the extent of her accomplish-|history of Rome and France. and 
ments, I’ prevailed with her to take} Romman antiqutles, mythology, logic 
charge of a select school at my house] and* moral philosophy. Senior class, 
In this occupation she remained until | first division, composition etymology, 
the month of May, when her health be-!aigebra, chemistiy. __with lectures, scien- 
came so bad as to deprive myself afid | tific class book, intellectual philoso- 
friends of her Valuable services. Her|phy, human phylosophy, conchology.. 
health has been very delicate for seV-| Sentor class, second division, astrono- 
eral years and she has been advised t6|!my with lectures, Burnitt’s’ Geography 
relinquish her pursuit, etherwise’ her}o fihe Heavens, botany with lectures, 
constitution could ‘not be- renovated. geography and plain _ trigonometry 
"+ This alternative, unpleasant to her, | meteorology lectures, Biblical litera: 
; - has been adopted and she is now a resi-|ture, Townleg’s Introductions, Paley’s 
: ~~ dent of the town of’ Petersburg, Having }Natural Theology and Paley's , Evi- 
an unlimited confidence in her judg-|dences Lectures.“ % : 
ment and” desiring’to supply her place |°-4 generat description of the course’ 
;, as early af possible. I,requested Miss fof instruction says: Iinconnection with 
<a Stillman. to take some.interest in dur the history of the United States,an. 
a 3 behalf and to engeavor.to recommend | account will be given of fhe Icélandic’ 
to. me some “lady as, 4, preceptress~ of | pagas, ‘containing *the:fustory* ar" the | 
“such qualifications“ as’ she would . be. yoyages of the Northmen to this conti- 
satisfied we required:| In accordance |nent before the time of Columbus, as 
‘with the wishes then expressed, I re-| naturally connected with. the. early 
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BS os gelved “a lebter trom. that lady, dated |nistory of this continent, a descrip- 


al Petersburg'a f 3 past, in which | tion will be given of the:Tultican Anti: 
shevhas taken ‘the liberty to speak Of | quities of Paleuque and the history of 
-- you in such terms, ss Induce me to ad-/ the ‘Tultiques as derived trom the hier-| 
as =f Gress“ you with the wiew of ascertain- | ogiyphical inscriptions of their monu- 
ae ey ing whether you would: like to engage | ments, ~ 
in this section of the country “in rear-] Of languages it is stated that a gen. 
e ing the tender thought.” I have but/eral outline will be given of the’ pho- 
one child,, who 1s @ daughter of nine | netic and ideogrophic systems of. Egyp- 
4 years of age, and am anxious to educate {tian hieroglyphics and Chinese me~ 
ia her undet my own i and immediate |thed of writing. 
Z care ‘dnd protectioti\'In the town I/° Chemistry will be illustrated by a 
think a school may be ade up of from! ull course- of experiments and lec- 
15 to 20 girls, chiefly; 


f Aare 3 ; Small. ‘The town | tures. G 
is healthy and’ contains a population| ‘Biblical literature was taught by 
~ of about six hundred” persons andj lectures, showing that late researches 
oh, i among them are several who with me]in sclence and literature have develop- 
ieee feel great orlieltude - upon the sub-|ed many proofs of revealed religion. 
2 Ject of edii¢tajon. 7-7" *Histoery for the scholastic year of 
5 Tf you tan  concludi leave yourj}ten months junior class, first division, 
= friends at the’north’and encounter the |§25,. junior class, second division, “$30, 
mental anxiety which I,am|senlor class, first dviision, $30; senior 
z -aware are’ al {upon the profes-| second division, $40. Extra charges. 
sj sion of teaching. I flatter myself you |Dyawing, painting, in thelr: varleties 
her would find ‘this _a desirable situation |tandscape, flowers, fruit, formula and 


Pos 2 


and I am willing to guarantee a reason- 

able compensation for your services, 
Board may be had in genteel families 

for one hundred dalinrs nor ne 


leony, each $5 per term. 
A charge of fifty cents per term for 
the two winter terms will be made for 


wless You WIL Ine view of ascertain- oglyphical inscriptions of. their monu= 
ing whether you would like to engage | ments, 
in this section of the country “in rear-] of languages It is stated that a gene 
ing the ‘tender thought.” I have but]eral outline wii! be given’ of the’ pho- 
one child,-who ls & daughter of nine | nétic and ideogrophic systems of Egyp-! 
years of age, and am anxious to educate|tian hieroglyphics and Chinese me+ 
her under my own roof and immediate] thod of writing. 
care ahd protection. In the town I! Chemistry will be illustrated by’ a) 
think 4 school may be made up of from ! full course. of GS and lec~ 
15 to 20 girls, chiefly small. The town / tures. ol 
is healthy and contains a population] Biblical literature was taught — by. 
of about six hundred persons and jlectures, showing that late researches: 
among them are several who with me|in sclence and literature have develop- 
feel great orlicltude upon the sub-;ed many proofs. of revealed religion. 
Ject of ediittatdn. | -History for the scholastfe year” of’ 
If you ‘ten’ tonclude to leave your|ten months Junior class, first division; 
friends at thé’ north and encounter the | $25, junior class, second division, ‘$40, 
labor and'thental anxlety which I am|senior class, first dvlision, $30; senor 
-sware aré’attbridant upon the profes-| second division, $40. Extra charges. 
sion of teaching, I flatter myself you|Dyawing, painting, in their. varletles: 
wouldy find“ this @ desirable situation | landscape, flowers, fruit, ‘formula and 
and I am willing to guarantee a reason- Jeony, each $5 per termi. 
able compensation for your services. |. A charge of fifty cents per tert 164 


Cont, "~~ Board may be had in genteel families |tne.; 0, winter terms wilf Be made for 


for one htindrfed dollars’ per annum. | fuel. \ 
Permit me. ‘however to refer you to Miss} Pulvate “tuition can be obtained in 
Stillman. for the character of the in-|music, French, Latin and Greek xa 
habitants of! our’ villade and more|the customary prices. 

especially that of: the family in which |’ Good board’ can’ be: obtained’ in 
you might ‘necessarily be intimately| private familles of the first respecta- 
connected.’ Mist Stillman lived In my| pity for $100 for the: year of ten 
familys months, including washing , fuel ang 

I will be obliged Madam, if you will | lights. 


, do me the favor. to-say whether’ a. The gla edited a school paper cal 
‘copy 4 


situation suck_é I’have mentioned Is!ed “The Oak Leag”,” @/ now*) 

destred by you, if so upon what terms! possession of the “family, : the 
would you engage? The! number, of | work t' be most beautifully done, @ all. 
children in this placq Induces me to/hand work in pencil, © . i 


think that you will do well to settle} It contains miscellaneous articles 
permanently here; provided upon alfrom the pathetic to the humorous. 
trial you are- pleased with the place|The following corrundrum ts one: of! 
and inhabitants. the: items. “Why Is a hungry brown 
I.shall bq; glad to hear from yott{dog Mke a men who kneads bread?) 
upon this subject as early as may suit‘ Answer: “Because he is a bay-cur, 
your convenience I hope, Madam, that|who needs bread.” 
the anxiety. which: I feel for the edu-| Price of paper. 12% ceits, payable 
cation of my daughter together with|in advance. On May Day, it was the 


. the advice of Miss Stillman, will plead| custom to have a May Festivalewith 


my apology for’ addressing you. cmriterercmeay art 


Very mtspectfully,, Madam, was held in the oak grove 
‘YA y, obliging servant, house, the forest primeval. tt 
Archibald Atidinson. Tiils grove wes cut) fdr the Ri 


navy st the time of the Crimean wary 
“Oak Grove . Academy” closed Mays’ 


oh 


[Asiing* the | nlibess on tis’ oenodl +s. Noasrng 
roll from. the year 1826 to 1854, are} 154 Lite Sa 
some of the: following: * 

Atkinson, Emily? Atiinson, Ella; At-|* s 


kinson, Marietta;" Andrews, Celvidera; 
Boykin, Mary? Boykin, Sarah; Boykin, 
Blizabeth; Carroll, © Virginia; Cockes, 
Louistana;, Colcott, beth; Cowling, 
Louisa; Ray; > Drew, Louise; 
Drew, Elizabeth; Folk, Elizateth; Folk, 
@alina; Goodwin, Martha A.;- Gwal}- 


« Bey, Elizabeth; — Hunicut, Margaret; 


. Sehnson, Anni Jordan, Casendria; Jor- 


Gan, Alida; Jordan, Ann; Lightfdot, 
Wary; Holleman, Caroline; Pedin, 


tyodd, Eien d, (Eliza D ; cot, | 
Bary E; Scott! Arina.©.; Southall, | 
Dianna; Southall, - Angelina; Southall, 
Wancy; Underwood, Indiana; Wheaden, 
Lavinia; Wheaden, Mary; Wiilte, Cor- | 
Delia; Whitehead, Clarissa;  Wreifn, 
Mary; Wilson, Mary~A.; Wilson, Geor- i 
lane; Wilson, Sarah Augusta; Wilson, || 
en Woodley Eugenia; “whitehead, |! 
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HVOLUTION OF EDUCATION IN SMITHFIELD—Among the first communities in America to provide free education for the poor 
‘the country were Smithfield and Isle of Wight County. This proviso was made in the will bf Ben Sims, & forward-tooking resident of Smi 
field, or rather at the time of Isle of Wight County, ‘and later expanded by other clvicminded residents. Top, left, is shown the first f 
school established in Smithfield, and, at right, the present, fmithfield High School. Bottom, left, is the former Smithfield Male Acade! 
which was the first public school in Isle of Wight County ‘ander the State system, while at left is the modern one-story Smithficld Gramy 
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Ben Sims, Unlike Governor Berkeley, Provide 
Impetus Which Gave Virginia Its Free Schoo 
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Smithfield Resident, ‘a Man of Vision, 
Made Provision in Will for Education 
Of the Poor and Non-Privileged i 


By Dorothy { 

Smithfield, July 17—Practically no history of education in Vir- | 
ginla ever begins without reference 
thank-you-note to God for the absence of free schools in 
colony. This preposterous old pachyderm, Berkeley, was a product, 


Pd 


H. Robbins | 


ma 


to Governor Berkeley's classic 
the old 


of his times, perhaps, but there were others of his era who, fortunately, } 


were more visionary. 
Benjamin Sims, for instance, was 
a man of vision, He lved original. 
ly at the “Rocks,” near Smithfield, 
in Isle of Wight county but later 
moved to Elizabeth City County,| 
where he died in 1634, providing| 
funds In his will for the establish- 
ment of the first free school in| 
America. These funds are still be- 
ing used to help maintain the high 
school in Hampton. 
- Started For Orphans 
The purpose of Sims’ free school 
and also of those which were estab- 
lished later was to provide for the 
education of poor orphans. In 
colonial days one wealthy planter 
in a nt rheod Would build a 
private school and emp ley: tutors 
or his own offspring. He would! 
then invite the children of hig 
well-to-do neighbors’ to attend, Sf| 
they were willing to pay a tuition! 
fee to help defray operating costs. 
Fees often paid in tobacco and 
other !commodities Instead of 
money. "An excerpt from a will of 
1687 ‘reads as follows: “that my 
doys schooling maybe looked after, 
the mare and her increase may be’ 
sold for tobacco or any other com- 
modity that then may be con: 
venient and that the boys may be 
put to a school tilk they can Tread 


the English Bible plain, and if the|A 


purchase of the mare with her in. 
crease being sold will teach them 
to rite, I desire that it may be 
done. 1686..” 
‘The idea of a public school at} 
this time was most revolutionary. 
However, inspired by the example 
of Sims, Mrs, Elizabeth Smith, wife 
of Arthur Smith, after whom the 
town was named, bought a lot on’ 
which she established the first free 
school in Isle.of Wight County in 
the year 1753, The school was 
housed in a one-story wooden bulld-| 
ing with brick underpinnings, two 
brick chimneys, and a gable roof. 
Mrs. Smith donated 120 pounds 
(sterling) to Joseph Bridges, Miles| 
cary, and Richard Kello, in trust, 
to be used for the Instruction of 
six orphan children. She stipu- 
lated that the boys be taught three| 
years and the girls two. The boys 
Were to'be taught reading, writin, 
and arithmetic, and the girls read- 
jng and writing; after their school-| 
ing the boys were to be appren- 
ticed to some honest calling, and 
the girls to be-bound to some 
decent woman to be taught house- 
hold affairs, The master was to’ 
be paid 20 shillings’ per year by 
the, trustees, and could have the 
‘privilege of teaching as many at- 
ditional children as he saw fit. 
Teacher Must be Cleric 
When Mrs. Smith died in 1774, 
she left anothr 120 pounds to the 
school for the teaching of six more: 
indigent children, with the stipula. 
tion that the school master should 
always be a clergyman of the 
Church of England. This fund es- 
tablished a free schoo! for 20 years 
untii the condition of the will could 


scfiool became a private Institution. 
The building was conveyed to the| 
Masonic fraternity in 1788 and was| 
used by Smithfield Union Lodge 
No. 18 for 124 yeara thereafter. 
These first efforts at public edu- 
catién were feeble and Inadequate! | 
Almost all of the teachers came) , 
from the North, and were generally 
considered highly efficient and con. 
scientious, but there were never 
enough funds for a satisfactory pub- 
lhe school. However, private schools! 
continued to flourish. In 1831, Mrs. 
Julia H, Hayden, of Norwich. Conn. 
came to Smithfield and started a/ 
school known as the Oak Grove: 
‘Academy for Young Ladies. located 
jn a residence now owned by W. H| 
Gale, of Smithfield. The school roll) 
reveals that pupils came from Nor-) 
folk and surrounding counties.) 
However, the school was more 
widely Known as “Mrs. White's 
School,” since Mrs, Hayden reen 
tered the realm of connubial bliss. 
with Mr. S. White, five years after) 
her arrival in town, The curricu- 
lum of this academy was quite| 
varied, and ranged from the study 
of meteorology to intellectual and 
moral, philosophy. Tuition ranged 
from $30 to $40 with extra charges 
for drawing, painting and the like 
charge of 50 cents per term for| 
fuel was also made, Good board 
was advertised to be had in private 
families of the first respectability 
for $100 per year of 10 months 
including washing, fuel and lights 
(This was the golden age before the| 
calamitous advent of inflation.) 
Had School Paper 
The young things of the Oak 
Grove Academy were not without! 
journalistic aspirations, Their) 
school paper, the “Oak Leaf. 
See Smithfield, Page 3 
(i 
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no lohger be met, and then thes 


Smithfield 


full of original efforts. The follow- 
ing conundrum is-a sample of the| 
‘umor fashionable at the time: Q*| 
‘Why js a hungry brown dog like 
a_man who kneads bread?” A: “Be-| 
cure. he Is a bay-cur, who needs. 
bread,” 

The girls also enjoyed an annual 
May Day Qageant complete with) 
queen and May Pole. The festivi-| 
ties were always held at the rear 
of the house in the oak grove, 
which was romantically known a3) 
the “forest primeval.” (Courtesy of 
Mr, Longfellow.) This grove was 
unfortunately sacrificed to the 
Russian navy at the time of the! 
Crimean War, and thus the acad-| 
emy lost the raison d'etre for its| 
tite. It closed in_March of the| 
lsame year, 1854. There was still 
a male academy maintained in) 
Smithfield, however, and Miss 
Julia Fleld, of Vermont, a relation. 
of Eugene Field, came to the town 
to carry on the work begun by. 
Mrs. White. She was much loved 
jand revered in Smithfield where| 
she ‘taught for some years, and| 
education continued to evolve slow-| 

but perceptibly, until the War| 

etween the States. .Then the in- 
‘evitable .destruction and annihila- 
‘tion of most of the schools set; 
[progress back decades, The people, 
‘starving for the barest necessities 
jof life, had no money for school-| 
ing. It seemed that if measures 
‘were not immediately undertaken, 
the youth of the country would 
grow’ up In abysmal ignorance, 

irs. Sally Ann Eley, a widow of 
Isle of ‘Wight County and mother 
of three children, who had distin-| 
guished herself during. the ‘war by! 

er unselfish and devoted care 
of wounded soldiers (whom she 
nursed on her own plantation),| 
had opened a private school for 
giris in Smithfield shortly after the 
‘war, ‘This school, which she oper: 
ated for 25 years in the same resi- 
dence that formerly housed the oid 
"Oak Grove Academy,” was known, 
as the Smithfield Female Institute. 
Here Mrs. Eley instructed the 

ung women of Smithfield who 
could afford to attend in tha, 
classics and the arta and instilled. 
in them a sincere love of learning, 
and confidence in their Intellectual 
equality with men. 

School System Established 

Still the great majority of people 
could not possibly afford to send 
thelr children to a private school, 
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authorities bought out the Smith- 
field Male and Femate Institute, an. 
excellent private school which had | 
been ‘operated since the closing of 
Mrs, Eley’s school, The public 
school Was now reaily launched on 
ja voyage of success, and with its) 
increased prestige, began to weave 
into the warp and woof of youthful 
lives elements of strength and 
beauty. 
Memory Still Survives 


Norman left Smithfield in 1913,) 
but the town will never forget the 
vital role played by him and_ his: 
loyal assistant, “Miss Minnie,” in 
the growth of public education in 
Smithfield, Other principals 
throughout the years have con- 
tinued to follow the ideals exampll- 
fied. bv these faithful public serv. 
ants, and have lent thelr energy) 
and patience to the task of building’ 
a@ strong, school. 

There have been but four county) 
superintendents of schools. After 
Colonel Morrison Williams S. Hol 
Jand, of Windsor, served four’ 
years. Then Dr. Gavin Rawles be- 
came superintendent, and under’ 
his leadership a new school house! 
was built, and smaller schools were: 
consolidated with the Smithfield 
school. This edifice was used until) 
1921, when the present Smithfield’ 
school was constructed, and the 
former was converted into a com- 
munity hall, L. T. Hall, of Windsor, 
succeeded Dr, Rawles as superin- 
tendent and has served in that ca- 
pacity ever since, 

Today new buildings have been 
added to the original Smithfield 
Schocl. built in 1921, Smaller) 
schools from Battery Park, Rescue, 
Rushmere, and Carrollton have) 
Rradually been consolidated with 
it and now from offshoots of Colo-' 
nel Morrison’s first public school 
dr the county, there are accredited 
high schools at Windsor, Isle of 
Wight, and Carrsville. 

We must never become placidly 
content with our public school 


in 


la 
nomics,” 


system, but as genuine citizens, 
must work and fight for its con- 
stant amelioration and growth, 
sirugele against its encroachment 
by self-seeking politicians, and see 
that the ideals for which its early 
founders slaved are preserved 

advanced. The future of our worl 
is being shaped in the classroom 
everyday, and we must. make sure! 
what that future will be, 
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y rem; OF nvtrtn : % ~ wy | vOyeg?. X shy‘guccessful becausa from 
BS paeewe. Sabb UNDER J. M. NORMAN |r qoatinen tas goo out 20. many 
thank you fef your nota xequest- But they ld Aad J went back tho| ‘Peudid boys and girl, thst have 
‘ 4 as Eyre : |} counted in tha affaizs in Wie state anil 
(ing me to write 8 for. this‘édi-]next ‘year, and the next until 1018, « tae na ik nas woreh inte 
_ tion of the Timet It recalled so many | “i wish ¥ had the time to ‘write the Hthe warp and woot of thelr lives elo- 
2 J Bappy memories?ind -caused fo ‘pass {etory ‘and you had tho fatlence to] mente of strength and beauty, that 
yep beter. jacks of 0 inany choice jiisten to t of these eleven years, ‘This |/edorn citizenship, that make happy 
: Tt am {homes and above that build enduring 
; Kt am y is fust a part of s page, The telling o! 
> Some of the bestidays of my life. Bat [the story would be o real, joy. I fear, se aka ly ‘ é 
however, I bave already: rattled on. AE eer 
too long. Let me say though, the years, Supt, Public AN 
1902 to 1923 ‘witnessed many jupt. PIyMutneN: ©. 
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thought. In 1905 the public school au-j: 
thoritles bought out the Smithfield 
Male and Female Institute, and the 


=e 


bé nearly a thousand 
fearfully excited. Plans 
for the occasion and I 
what to do. But noth- 
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